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George W. Bush got more votes
in winning re-election than the
entire population of France. He
improved his share of the vote
among Latinos, women, African-
Americans, Jews and Catholics.
Winning a plurality of states
along the Mississippi River has
guaranteed presidential victory
since 1912. Mr. Bush won a
majority. This year, says
Democratic pollster Peter Hart, "a
sense of Republicanism crept up
the river. The president won
Missouri, which was always a
tossup state, by more than 7%.
Iowa flipped his direction, and in
Minnesota and Wisconsin, we
waited all night to find out that
Kerry had just barely carried
those states." So the Upper
Midwest, following the South,
Southwest, Plains, and Rocky
Mountains, is now trending
Republican.

There's another measure of
Republican (and Bush) success in
2004. For the first time in more
than a century, a Republican
president won re-election as his
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party improved its hold on the
House and Senate while
increasing its majority of
governorships (28 now) and
maintaining control of a plurality
of state legislatures (20). At the
same time, Republicans held a
majority of state legislators--a
feat they initially achieved in
2002 after a half-century in the
minority.
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And don't forget what Democrats
insisted for decades was their
path to sure victory. If
Democrats could match
Republican campaign spending,
energize their base, dramatically
increase voter turnout, and
provoke a robust debate on big
issues, they'd win the White
House and probably a whole lot
more. Well, they managed all of
that in 2004. The result: A
Republican won with the first
presidential majority since 1988.
Mr. Bush touted an agenda of
bold conservative reform. The
last time a Democrat won as an
unalloyed liberal was 1964.
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Democrats and the media have
been reluctant to spotlight the
breadth and depth of Republican
strength in 2004. Strangely, so
have Republicans. It's almost as -
if they don't believe their own

good fortune. "We're no longer a
49% nation," says Ken Mehlman,
Mr. Bush's campaign manager in
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political realignment they could Advertisement
only dream about a generation -
ago. In the dark days after the 1964 rout, those dreams seemed quixotic,
farfetched, even crazed. Now, they've been realized.

Today, Republicans are in position to pursue a conservative agenda more
sweeping than even Reagan's. Mr. Bush is preparing to propose the partial
privatization of Social Security. That's ground on which Reagan feared to tr
Then Mr. Bush plans to seek simplification of the tax code far beyond what
Reagan achieved in 1986. And from there, the agenda turns to curbing tria
lawyers, expanding faith-based programs, filling Supreme Court vacancies
conservatives, and more.

Where are Democrats? They're
desperately seeking to preserve every
government program and benefit enac
since the days of the New Deal. The
problem for them is that the New Dea
paradigm--the belief that Washington
could endlessly improve people's lives
2 has lost its appeal. Mr. Bush discovere
this the hard way. He pushed a Medic:
prescription drug benefit through Con¢
in 2003, expecting it to boost his
{ popularity. It didn't. The program dre\
disapproving poll numbers. His newer
:: ' of an "ownership society" hasn't quite

M | replaced the New Deal paradigm, but
| has a chance.

are experiencing an extraordinary rewvi

|
|
I
‘ Meanwhile, Republicans and Democrat
)
| of roles. Democrats were once the

)

{

David Gothard

I

inclusive party of the "big tent."
Republicans now have a bigger tent. ¢
liberals like Rudy Giuliani and Arnold Schwarzenegger were prominent spec
at the GOP convention. Social conservatives were virtually nonexistent at tl
Democratic convention. Democrats have embraced a series of ideological lif
tests on abortion, gay rights, and embryonic stem-cell research. Republicar
haven't.

What's more damaging politically, Democrats have become the party of hig
taxes. The debate among Democratic presidential contenders this year was
over whether to repeal all or just some of Mr. Bush's tax cuts. More recentl
Republican Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina has sought to win
Democratic support for Social Security reform by promising to pay for it wit
huge increase in payroll taxes.

On foreign policy, Democrats traditionally were idealistic internationalists ir
favor of an assertive U.S. presence in the world ready to oppose various
tyrannies. They've abdicated that role to Republicans. The chief foreign-pol
idealist today is Mr. Bush, who champions a crusade for democracy in
Afghanistan, Iraq, the Middle East and elsewhere. Democrats flirt with
isolationism.
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One of the most talked about political concepts of the early 21st century wi
"the emerging Democratic majority." It was supposed to begin emerging in
2002 and 2004, but clearly it didn't. Adherents of the Democratic idea blan
the 9/11 terrorist attack for upsetting the Democratic trend temporarily. Tt
truth, of course, is there wasn't a Democratic trend in the first place. The
concept assumed that Democratic vote levels in the late 1990s among wor
Latinos, African Americans and young, college-educated urbanites was a flc
And since these groups were growing at a fast pace, the Democratic vote w
soar and Democrats would emerge as the dominant party again, as they wi
from the '30s to the '90s.

The floor turned out to be a ceiling. It's Republicans who have gained amor
these groups (with the possible exception of young metropolitan sophistica
Take women. Since 1996, the gender gap--the difference between the mal¢
vote for Republicans and the female vote for Democrats--has shrunk. Presi
Clinton won women by 16 percentage points in 1996. Al Gore won by 11 pc
in 2000. But John Kerry's edge in 2004 was a mere three points. And amor
white women without a college education, a poll by Democracy Corps founc
Kerry trailing Mr. Bush by 23 points.

Anna Greenberg, one of the smartest of the younger Democratic consultant
explains the Democratic trouble with women this way: "Despite the econon
interests, socially conservative women, white, blue-collar women, have mo
increasingly into the Republican camp, primarily around social and cultural
issues that include perceived moral decline, abortion and reproductive heal
challenges to women's traditional roles in society and family, and gay right:
. . . These voters swung to Bush as he tapped into their social conservatisn
their support for his approach to the war on terrorism, and their admiratior
his faith."

With Latinos, the story is similar. Traditional values, respect for religious fa
and support for entrepreneurship are tugging them into the Republican Par
The Republican share of the Latino vote grew from 21% in 1996 to 35% in
2000 and to 44% in 2004. The 44% figure in the exit poll is disputed by so
Democrats, but if the jump was only to 40%, that's still a significant gain a
represents an even more significant trend.

Republican gains among Jews (19% in 2000 to 25% in 2004) and blacks (¢
to 13%) were smaller. And Democrats point to the youth vote as predicativ
a bright Democratic future. Mr. Kerry prevailed among voters aged 18-29 t
nine percentage points. But there's no evidence that younger voters are th
wave of the future in presidential contests. Mr. Clinton won them by 19 poi
in his 1996 re-election. Democrats went on to lose the next two presidentic
elections.

Some Democratic strategists disparage the notion that increased Republica
turnout in the rapidly growing exurban and rural areas matters in national

races. Not enough voters live there, they say. This amounts to self-justifica
Democrats largely ignored these areas in their massive voter registration d
in 2004 and regarded Republican registration claims as imaginary. But with
a spike in turnout outside major urban areas, Mr. Bush would have lost Ohi
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and New Mexico and perhaps Iowa, thus Mr. Kerry would be president-elec
After the election, Ronald Brownstein and Richard Rainey of the Los Angele
Times found that Mr. Bush captured 97 of the 100 fastest-growing counties
the country, most of them on the fringe of major metropolitan areas.

The Republican surge in recent years should not have been a shock. The 2(
plus years of American political history have seen a series of realignments 1
shift power from one party to another (1800, 1828, 1860, 1896, 1932, now
The chief theorist of realignment, political scientist Walter Dean Burnham, ¢
they occur when the dominant party is unable to cope with new demands fi
frustrated voters. That prompts a breakthrough election, the latest in 1994
the new political arrangement "turns out to be permanent," it's a realignme
that's likely to endure for decades. The 2004 election "consolidated" the
realignment, Burnham says.

There's reason to believe Republican dominance, absent a catastrophe suct
a depression, will last. Yes, there are sure to be setbacks. Even as Republic
have ascended, three states--Illinois, New Jersey, and (this year) Colorado
have trended Democratic. But with luck, good leadership and intelligent
nurturing of the center-right conservative coalition, Republicans should hav
the upper hand for years to come.

LMr. Barnes is executive editor of The Weekly Standard and co-host of "The
Beltway Boys" on Fox News Channel.
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